SOMERSET  LOCAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  COMMITTEE
Minutes of the Meeting of the Somerset Local Pharmaceutical Committee held at Ash House Hotel, Ash, Nr Martock on Wednesday 20th July 2016.

Present:  
  Mrs L Coles; A Downing (Chairman); Ms H Elliott; A Harker;
                             G Morris; Mrs F Norman; P Whitaker; R Yadev
In Attendance:  N Woollcombe-Adams (Secretary), M Lennox (Chief Officer), Mrs Y Lamb 

   (Engagement Officer), and Mrs M Pennington.

1. Apologies for Absence – R Smith, G Winter and Ms E Waller.
2. Declarations of Interest – Michael Lennox, Council Member National Association of Primary Care.
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting – Agreed as a correct record of the proceedings.
4. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Last Meeting – 

Item 7 – The Chairman pointed out that he had completed the CCA report on this occasion, and that it was important that whoever agreed to do this completed the task punctually. In future the item CCA report would appear earlier in the agenda. ACTION NWA
5. Minutes of the Executive Meeting dated 15th June 2016 and Matters Arising – 

Agreed as a correct record with the following matters arising:-

a) Item 6 – Marina Muirhead NHSSW was setting up a monthly meeting with South West LPCs, with the accent on opportunities for community pharmacy. A potentially productive contact.

b) Contract Breaches – This was not a suggestion that actions had not been taken, but that Contractors had not reported actions completed or submitted contractually required questionnaires.

6. Correspondence – None.
7. Team WOW Workshop – 

ML presented the workshop, and the outcomes and characteristics revealed were discussed in some detail.
8. Pharmacy Urgent and Emergency Care for South West Region – 

Noted that a meeting scheduled for September by AHSN to ensure discharge topic is kept advancing. CEPN role was now expanded to include pharmacy (originally GPs only), and ML had been asked to the next meeting.

9. LPN – 

Noted that David Bearman was now Chairman, somebody well aware of the importance of keeping Community Pharmacy at the table. DB has invited wider stake holders from the Somerset Health Economy. Agreed that the LPN representative role would be split as appropriate between ML and LC. ML will continue to liaise with David Bearman.

10. Provider Company – 

There was a possibility of establishing a joint Provider Company between Somerset, Devon and Cornwall. This would need to be up and running by April 2017 to enable it to tender for public health services. There are 3 possibilities:-

a) LPC act as a pharmacy consultant and partner to the company.

b) An established provider to act as host eg Somerset GPs LMC company, or Pharmacy Devon.
c) LPC or LPCs set up their own company, and utilise the PSNC model. This is not a national company, but an advisory and support service from PSNC.

Options and concerns were discussed in detail with the Committee. It was agreed unanimously to progress, and to authorise ML to explore opportunities further with Avon, Devon and Cornwall LPCs. This would enable further information to be gathered and would allow better informed decisions to be taken. It was further agreed that FN and NWA would support ML at the next meeting with Devon and Cornwall on 18th August. 

11. Contractors’ Engagement Events – 

It was agreed to hold 2 events, one in Taunton and the other in Yeovil, on 27th and 28th September. The theme of the evening would be “What is the vision and how do we get there?”. The events would enable Contractors to meet LPC officers, and in addition ML hoped to get representatives from RPS, LMC, PSNC to attend, as well as Marina Muirhead. ACTION ML AND MP
12. CCA Report – See item 4.
13. Budget/Treasurer’s Report – 

FN reported that recent activity had resulted in standard monthly income and outgoings with satisfactory balances being maintained. It was noted that FN was still endeavouring to contact RM, in order to pay the honoraria. 
14. Chief Officer’s Report – 

ML had submitted this prior to the meeting, but in addition it was noted that ML would be ensuing that the Community Pharmacy perspective on Repeat Prescriptions would be discussed at PAMM. Contractors should have it made clear nothing must be ordered without patient consent. ACTION ML
SCR progress appears to be dormant, coupled with a degree of confusion, but YL would be progressing SCR further. ACTION YL
Minor Ailments Scheme – Marina Muirhead has asked Community Pharmacy to set up a South West Region Working Group, with a view to preparing a South West System, which was sustainable and integrated. This work to be done in conjunction with GPs, and could include minor injuries (subject to capacity in consulting rooms).

ML requested all members to think of talented non Committee pharmacists who could be pulled in on a paid project basis when the LPC was able to draw in funding.

15. Clinical Commissioning Group and Somerset Health and Well Being Board – 

NWA reported on the recent HWB meeting, in particular the STP.

16. Report of Application Sub Committee – 
It was noted that a further application had been received for Monkton Heathfield, and that NWA had responded as per the previous 2. It was further noted that an application had been received to establish a pharmacy in Coleford on the same lines as one previously agreed, some 4 years earlier. Members felt that this should be supported in that residents in Coleford could then receive a full range of pharmaceutical services, to include those not presently available from the Dispensing Doctors.

17. LPC Strategy Update – 

It was agreed that the 2014-18 document needed to be communicated to and feedback obtained from both Store and Area managers (including a representative of the Independents). The document was discussed in detail, and appropriate Members assigned to the groups. YL and MP noted and listed the necessary action points. ACTION ML, YL AND MP
GM had reviewed the PSNC governance self-assessment form, but needed a non PDF edition in order to edit. AD would pursue with PSNC and ML would speak to Devon LPC. ACTION AD AND ML
The Services group was critical to adding value for Contractors. ML to discuss Sexual Health with SOMPAR. ML/YL had been invited to the Somerset County Council Needle Exchange Group, and ML floated the idea of a minimum income guarantee to be topped up as appropriate. ACTION ML
18. Date and Place of Next Meetings – 

Full Committee meeting will take place at Ash House on 21st September 2016, commencing at 9.30am with the Executive taking place at the Nags Head Taunton on 31st August 2016 at 7.15pm.

19. Any Other Business – 

a) David Warburton MP had visited the Bruton Pharmacy, appeared interested in what pharmacy can do and was interested in joining the APPG.
b) NWA advised the Committee of his new address and telephone numbers.
