
  
  

 

  
  

 
Community Pharmacy: at the heart of public health 

Conclusion 

The Government's vision is to transform the 
public health service to create a service 
which focuses on prevention and wellness and 
uses the wider public health workforce to 
provide effective services and deliver 
outcomes. 

The public health challenges are immense; 
health inequalities between rich and poor are 
getting progressively worse and obesity, 
sexually transmitted infections, smoking, 
problem drug users and rising levels of harm 
from alcohol need to be tackled swiftly and 
effectively. 

Situated at the heart of the community, 
pharmacies can provide easily accessible 
public health services, including targeted 
interventions, which reach a wide range of 
the public, young and old, ill and well, 
through the network of over 10,500 
pharmacies in England. 

Whether providing an innovative healthy 
living pharmacy service, a sexual health 
service targeting teenage pregnancies and 
STIs, the local implementation of an 
integrated programme such as stop smoking, 
established services for drug misusers, or 
being part of a national vaccination or 
screening programme, the evidence shows 
that community pharmacy can play a vital 
part in tackling present and future public 
health challenges. 
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The Public Health White paper (1) and the 
2011/12 NHS Operating Framework (2) 
recognise the growing evidence to support 
community pharmacy involvement in public 
health and the skills and expertise of the 
pharmacy team and their potential to play 
an increasing role. With an estimated 1.6 
million visits taking place to community 
pharmacies daily, of which 1.2 million are 
for health-related reasons (3), community 
pharmacies are easily accessible and have 
the potential to be an integral part in the 
provision of public health services and the 
development of the new public health 
service to improve public health and reduce 
ill health. 


