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April 2015 

PSNC Briefing 028/15: Update on the Health and Care Landscape 
 
This briefing is part of a series issued regularly by PSNC to inform pharmacy contractors and LPCs of developments 
in the wider health and care landscape beyond community pharmacy. It builds on the Health & Care Review articles 
which are published on the PSNC website every week. 
 

Number of CCGs reduced 
The number of Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) has been reduced from 211 to 209. Gateshead CCG, 
Newcastle North and East CCG and Newcastle West CCG have merged to form Newcastle Gateshead CCG. 
 

Lib Dems pledge to pay for 150,000 more nurses and 38,000 more doctors 

The Liberal Democrat party has said it plans to spend £17bn more than the Conservatives and £7bn more than 
Labour on the NHS as the countdown to the general election continues. 
 
The party said: “It means we can pay for five million more operations than the Conservatives, and hire 150,000 
more nurses and 38,000 more GPs than Labour.”  
 
Lib Dem party leader Nick Clegg has also announced a £250m transformation fund, paid for by the sale of 
redundant NHS assets. The one-off fund would help pay for changes NHS England chief executive Simon Stevens 
said are required in the NHS Five Year Forward View (5YFV) including more online appointments and repeat 
prescriptions, and encouraging more use of video appointments. 
 
In January the Lib Dems were the first of the three main parties to commit to increasing NHS funding in England by 
£8bn a year by the end of the next parliament to help plug the projected £30bn black hole identified in the 5YFV. 
The Tory party has since committed, but Labour has not committed to the £8bn spending pledge. 
 

Conservatives confirm extra £8bn for NHS in manifesto pledge 
Following on from the story in the Health & Care Review a fortnight ago (published 30th March) where health 
secretary Jeremy Hunt pledged that the Conservative party will spend an additional £8bn on funding the NHS 5YFV 
if they win the election, Chancellor George Osbourne has confirmed the Tories’ manifesto, which is due to be 
published this week will make this commitment. 
 
Mr Osbourne, who was writing in The Guardian, said:  “I can confirm that in the Conservative manifesto we will 
commit to a minimum real terms increase in NHS funding of £8bn in the next five years.” 
 
He added: “That is a minimum of £8bn over and above the £2bn down payment that I announced in the autumn 
statement last year.” 
 
“We can make this commitment because we’ve got the track record and a plan to grow our economy. New figures, 
confirmed by the Treasury, show that in the five years from 2010-11 to 2015-16 we are set to deliver a real-terms 
increase of £7.3bn.” 
 

The Healthcare 
Landscape 

http://psnc.org.uk/the-healthcare-landscape/the-nhs-five-year-forward-view-5yfv
http://psnc.org.uk/our-news/health-care-review-15/
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Labour launches health manifesto  
The Labour party has launched its health manifesto and accused the Tories of making unfunded commitments in 
their soon to be released manifesto. 
 
Labour’s health manifesto confirms a number of flagship NHS commitments. They include plans to: 
 

 Repeal the Health and Social Care Act to ‘scrap David Cameron’s privatisation plans and put the right values 
back at the heart of the NHS’. 

 Impose a profit cap on private providers of NHS clinical services (as published in the Health & Care Review 
on 30th March). 

 Inject up to an extra £2.5bn a year to pay for 20,000 more nurses, 8,000 more GPs, 5,000 more care 
workers and 3,000 more midwives. 

 Make Health and Wellbeing Boards a vehicle for system leadership. 

 Improve access to a GP by guaranteeing appointments within 48 hours, or on the same day for 
those who need it. 

 
Labour leader Mr Miliband said: “The choice is clear: a funded Labour plan for more doctors, nurses and midwives 
or unfunded promises from a Tory party that has a record of breaking its word.” 
 
“The bottom line is this: you can’t fund the NHS on an IOU.” 
 

63 CCGs sign ‘delegated’ commissioning agreements 
Sixty-three CCGs have now taken on greater ‘delegated’ commissioning for the majority of GP services. 
 
NHS England announced in February (published in the Health & Care Review on 25th February) that 64 CCGs would 
take on the greater responsibility from April 2015. One of the approved CCGs dropped out last week; however, the 
other 63 have now signed agreements with NHS England to take on this power. 
 
The Health Service Journal also understands that City & Hackney CCG had been conditionally approved to take on 
the ‘delegated’ commissioning in 2015-16 but it will now not happen in 2015. 
 

GMS contract changes 2015/16 
Changes to the GP General Medical Services (GMC) contract came into force on the 1st April 2015.  Details of these 
changes can be found on the NHS Employers website. 
 

The Health Foundation publishes ‘Hospital finances and productivity: in critical 
condition?’ 
The Health Foundation has published Hospital finances and productivity: in critical condition?, which examines the 
financial performance of NHS providers, focusing on hospitals.  
 
Key findings in the report include: 
 

 The financial performance of NHS providers in England has deteriorated sharply since 2013, from a net 
surplus of £582m in 2012/13 to a net deficit of £789m at the end of Q3 of 2014/15. 

 Despite an expected under-spend from commissioners of £197m, the NHS is projected to overspend 
by £626m by the end of 2014/15. 

 Staff costs are the biggest driver of rising operating costs. Spending on temporary staff grew by £1bn 
(27.8%) in 2013/14 and continues to rise. Acute hospitals are hardest-hit: 76% were in deficit at the 
end of Q3 of 2014/15, up from 19% in 2012/13. Hospitals’ crude productivity fell by almost 1% in 
both 2012/13 and 2013/14. 

http://psnc.org.uk/our-news/health-care-review-15/
http://psnc.org.uk/our-news/health-care-review-11/
http://www.nhsemployers.org/your-workforce/primary-care-contacts/general-medical-services/gms-contract-changes/gms-contract-changes-2015-16
http://www.health.org.uk/publications/hospital-finances-and-productivity-in-a-critical-condition/?dm_i=4Y2,3AUX4,1H4IWI,BTCF5,1
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 NHS hospitals have only improved efficiency at an average rate of 0.4% a year over this parliament. 
This is substantially below previous estimates and the 2-3% set out in the NHS 5YFV. 

 
 
If you have any queries on this PSNC Briefing or you require more information, please contact Rosie Taylor, 
Pharmacy and NHS Policy Officer. 
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