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August 2015 
 

PSNC Briefing 048/15: Public Health England’s annual plan 2015/16 

 
Public Health England (PHE) has published its annual plan Who we are and what we do: annual plan for 2015 to 
2016. The plan sets out the core functions of PHE and outlines key steps and actions for the forthcoming year. 
 
This PSNC Briefing summarises the elements of the plan that are of most relevance to community pharmacy. 
 

PHE’s core functions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of PHE’s achievements during 2014/15 
Some of PHE’s achievements during 2014/15 include: 

 developing in collaboration with national NHS partners, the NHS Five Year Forward View (5YFV),which 
made it clear that getting serious about prevention, tackling obesity, alcohol and tobacco and helping us all 
to live healthier lives is essential both for better health and a sustainable NHS – PHE’s initial focus was on 
introducing a nationwide NHS Diabetes Prevention Programme, a first in the world at this scale; 

 through local government, offering more than 3 million people an NHS Health Check – the number of 
people having a check went up by 7.4% to more than 1.4 million, an additional 102,475 people compared 
to the previous year;  

 the internationally renowned stop smoking programme supported 778,000 quit attempts through three 
highly successful campaigns, including Stoptober; 

 supporting the Alzheimer Society’s Dementia Friends programme, helping more than 1 million people learn 
about what they can do to help people with dementia; and 

 publishing the 2014 Health Profiles, providing a snapshot of health and wellbeing in every Local Authority 
(LA) – the comparisons with peer areas and the national average provide LAs and Clinical Commissioning 
Groups (CCGs) with ‘conversation starters’ on local challenges and priorities. 

 

PHE’s priorities and vision of success 
PHE published From evidence into action: opportunities to protect and improve the nation’s health in October 2014, 
which set out their priorities for the next five years. This was designed to be read in tandem with the 5YFV and sets 
out how to make greater progress on obesity, smoking, alcohol, ensuring a better start in life, reducing dementia 
risk and robustly tackling tuberculosis and antimicrobial resistance. 
 
The seven priorities in From evidence into action: opportunities to protect and improve the nation’s health do not 
represent PHE’S full range of contributions or areas of interest. They are however, the areas that PHE has identified 
as most in need of improvement in the coming years and on which they will relentlessly focus their efforts. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-health-england-annual-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-health-england-annual-plan
http://psnc.org.uk/the-healthcare-landscape/the-nhs-five-year-forward-view-5yfv/
http://psnc.org.uk/the-healthcare-landscape/nhs-diabetes-prevention-programme/
https://www.dementiafriends.org.uk/
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=P_HEALTH_PROFILES
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/from-evidence-into-action-opportunities-to-protect-and-improve-the-nations-health
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PHE’s planned outcomes and actions for 2015/16 are listed under their four core functions: 
 

Protect the public’s health from infectious diseases and other public health hazards 

Outcomes 1. Tackle antimicrobial resistance;  
2. Reduce tuberculosis (TB);  
3. Apply cutting-edge science to their work; and  
4. Contribute to improved global health security. 

 

Actions  Lead health sector delivery of 4 of the 7 national workstreams set out in the antimicrobial 
resistance implementation plan; 

 Produce new data and intelligence for the NHS on antibiotic prescribing that  helps reduce 
their use; 

 Deliver the first year actions in the TB Strategy for England, including the establishment of  
local TB control boards in partnership with local government and NHS England; 

 Review and implement a methodology for reference and diagnostic work on TB, including the 
link into surveillance; 

 Improve access to human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) testing outside conventional sexual 
health services through working with LAs to establish a national home sampling service, 
delivering up to 50,000 postal kits; and 

 Undergo an assessment by the International Association of National Public Health Institutes 
(IANPHI) of their contribution to the UK and international public health systems, identifying 
opportunities for further development. 
 

 

Improving the public’s health and wellbeing 

Outcomes 1. Reducing smoking and harmful drinking; 
2. Tackling childhood obesity; 
3. Reducing dementia risk; 
4. Ensuring every child has the best start in life; and 
5. Improving workplace health and wellbeing. 

 

Actions  Deliver over 550,000 quit attempts through their smokefree campaigns, including Stoptober;  

 Publish independent evidence-based reports and advice to Government on addressing the 
health effects of sugar, alcohol and e-cigarettes;  

 Recruit 135,000 new parents into the Start4Life Information Service for Parents and 750,000 
new registrations with Change4Life; 

 Review the evidence on what can be expected of the drug treatment and recovery system 
and provide advice to Government to inform future policy; 

 Support the development and implementation of a new tobacco control plan, focussed on 
smoking in pregnancy and targeting wide regional variation  

 Increase the uptake of the NHS Health Check, giving more people aged 40-74 the opportunity 
to take increased control over their own health  

 Raise awareness of actions people can take to reduce their risk of dementia through NHS 
Health Checks and provision of evidence based tools, data and guidance;  

 Successfully transition the Dementia Friends programme to Alzheimer’s Society; 

 Roll out a type 2 Diabetes Prevention Programme for 10,000 people at high risk of developing 
this avoidable disease; 

 Support the development and implementation of a national childhood obesity strategy;  

 Support an increase in local physical activity by promoting tools, new initiatives and the latest 
evidence, particularly on sedentary behaviour and its impact; 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/collaborative-tuberculosis-strategy-for-england
http://www.nhs.uk/start4life
http://www.nhs.uk/change4life/Pages/change-for-life.aspx
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 Continue to improve recovery rates for drug and alcohol treatment and reduce health-related 
harms, HIV, hepatitis, TB transmission and drug-related deaths;  

 Progress towards reaching a chlamydia detection rate of 2,300 per 100,000 nationally by 
supporting LAs to increase detection and treatment;  

 Promote and share locally the evidence base to support sustainable services to deliver the 
Healthy Child Programme and early intervention to enable families and communities to give 
all children the best start in life. 
 

 

Improving population health through sustainable health and care services 

Outcomes 1. Establish prevention programmes that reduce growth in NHS activity and improve outcomes 
in the following areas: atrial fibrillation; hypertension; falls in the frail elderly; smoking in 
pregnancy; diabetes; and alcohol harm;  

2. Improve quality and coverage and reduce inequality in uptake of national screening 
programmes;  

3. Extend and improve world-class immunisation programmes; and  
4. Support individual and societal behavioural change. 

 

Actions  Help the NHS to provide a healthy environment for patients, staff and visitors and establish 
itself as a leader in workplace health and wellbeing; 

 Support the Vanguard programme to enable local pilots to maximise their contribution to 
improving population health; 

 Improve coverage for flu vaccine for those aged 65 and over and increase coverage for under 
65s with liver diseases, neurological disease and immune suppressed, exceeding 50% for each 
group; 

 Run two national early diagnosis symptom campaigns: Be Clear on Cancer in summer 2015 
and a second in early 2016, and pilot a generic symptom awareness campaign in early 2016; 

 Re-run the FAST (Face, Arms, Speech, Time) campaign on recognising and acting on the early 
signs of stroke. 
 

 

Building the capacity and capability of the public health system 

Outcomes 1. Ensure the public health system is able to tackle today’s challenges and is prepared for those 
emerging in future. 
 

Actions  Review and make recommendations to Government on the future capability, skills and 
experience of the public health workforce to operate across all public health functions; and 
to understand the barriers to effective working and freedom of movement in public health 
irrespective of employer; 

 Work with local government and other partners to develop public health professionals at 
every stage of their career, ensuring a pipeline of future Directors of Public Health ready to 
meet the challenges of tomorrow;  

 Support LAs in developing new place-based approaches to improving the public’s health;  

 On behalf of the NHS National Information Board, and in partnership with NICE, lead work to 
provide citizens with access to a set of health and care apps endorsed by the NHS; and 

 Implement a cross-government engagement strategy, identifying the priority organisations 
to influence this year, the actions to achieve maximum impact and measures to review 
success. 

 
If you have any queries on this PSNC Briefing or you require more information, please contact Rosie Taylor, Pharmacy and 
NHS Policy Officer. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/healthy-child-programme-rapid-review-to-update-evidence
http://psnc.org.uk/the-healthcare-landscape/new-models-of-care-vanguard-sites/
mailto:Rosie.Taylor@psnc.org.uk
mailto:Rosie.Taylor@psnc.org.uk

