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Somerset LPC support the Turning Point Fact Sheet on Covid-19.
Supervision of OST Information from Somerset LPC.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Turning Point are looking to change Daily Supervised Consumption (DSC) patients to a minimum of DTTA unless there are significant risk issues- this may include overdose history and suicidal risks at the time. If they are still on DSC, then there are significant risks that have been assessed.
Pharmacists can make their own clinical/Professional decisions so long as they make a fully informed one, make a balance of risk decision on their knowledge of the patient.
Remember DSC is not a legal instruction but guidance from the prescriber. We would expect you to document these reasons on the client’s records held by the pharmacy and inform the service of any actions taken.
We will be aiming to ensure a direct contact number on every Rx to ensure the pharmacy knows who to contact to get advice/information if they need to do so.
We would advise that all prescriptions are prepacked in advance to ensure continuation of supply and stock is available. This would also ensure that if legislation is changed due to Covid19, the dosages are readily available and have been clinically and accuracy checked.
Responsible Pharmacist
Please can you give some thought on how you will act if faced with local pharmacy closure- could you consider supporting this pharmacy with a supply to vulnerable patients.
Please bear in mind that if you know that your pharmacy is due to close then the wording on the prescription allows you to supply the doses due when the pharmacy is closed on the proceeding day.
Could you consider having a conversation to you nearest pharmacy to discuss what actions you could take to ensure continuation of supply
Have you been given specific advice from your Pharmacy Superintendent to support your professional decisions?
GPHC advice.
https://mailchi.mp/pharmacyregulation.org/joint-statement-for-the-gphc-and-psni-on-our-regulatory-approach-in-challenging-circumstances?e=3285934db9
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