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What is the All-Party Pharmacy Group? 
 
The All-Party Pharmacy Group was formed in 1999 to raise awareness of the profession of 
pharmacy, and to promote pharmacists’ current and potential contribution to the health of the 
nation.  
 
The APPG is one of the most successful and well established All-Party Groups currently operating in 
Parliament. 
 
What does the APPG do? 
 
Over the past ten years the APPG has played a major role in heeding the concerns and aspirations of 
grassroots pharmacists and conveying to Health Ministers, MPs, civil servants and others the 
important contribution that the pharmacy profession makes in healthcare. But more than that, the 
Group has been instrumental in shaping NHS policy within which pharmacists operate.  The Group 
has been influential in the corridors of Westminster and Whitehall, championing the huge potential 
pharmacy offers in patient care.  
 
The APPG holds a number of meetings throughout the year, investigating the issues that are 
impacting practising pharmacists on a day to day basis, and communicating the concerns to 
Government and other stakeholders. Our meetings are attended not only by pharmacists, but by a 
broad range of stakeholders from within the health sector including from Primary Care Trusts and 
Strategic Health Authorities, patient groups, government officials, industry representatives and the 
media.   Attendance at our meetings is usually over 100. 
 
Has the Group had any success? 
 
The APPG has been remarkably successful in ensuring Ministers recognise the importance of 
pharmacy in primary care, public health and well-being.  We have been closely involved in the 
detailed policy which impacts on pharmacists on a day to day basis – in working to overcome 
inconsistent PCT commissioning, decriminalising dispensing errors and pushing for the roll out of 
new pharmacy services with fair funding attached. We have held Ministers and their officials to 
account over pharmacy issues, and we pressured the Government into producing the Pharmacy 
White Paper, which reflected so closely our own report and recommendations on The Future of 
Pharmacy. 
 
Perhaps most importantly, we have achieved a huge amount of consensus among the main political 
parties in Parliament on key issues relating to health policy and the part that the pharmacy 
profession should play in the NHS in future. There are few other policy areas, in health or elsewhere, 
where such a degree of consensus exists - even in these times of coalition and collaboration. 
 
Who leads the APPG?  
 
The All-Party Pharmacy Group has been officially re-registered following the General Election. The 
following Parliamentarians have been confirmed as officers: 
 



Rt Hon Kevin Barron MP – Chair 
Baroness Julia Cumberlege – Vice Chair 
Stephen Lloyd MP – Secretary  
 
Areas of focus 
 
Just before the recent General Election, the APPG issued a manifesto entitled “Action Plan: 100 days 
to make a difference”. The manifesto outlined a set of patient focused actions which the next 
Government must prioritise in its first 100 days of power. These policy actions, drawn up following 
consultation at one of the Group’s public meetings, are realistic, achievable and will make a real 
difference to patients and the NHS. They include: 
 

 Tackling inconsistent and patchy commissioning arrangements amongst PCTs 
 Raising awareness of the growing range of pharmacy services 
 Roll out of services outlined in the 2007 Pharmacy White Paper 
 Access to NHS Information and Patient Records 
 Medicines waste and adherence 
 Shortages in the medicines supply 

 
Since re-registering the Group after the General Election the Group has focused its attention on how 
pharmacy can contribute to the public health challenges facing the country and support the ‘QIPP’ 
challenge. The Group recently held a meeting on the subject and heard from those involved in 
successful pharmacy-led initiatives in Birmingham, Isle of Wight, Hackney, London and Portsmouth. 
The discussion focused on how and why these schemes are working, and how other pharmacies can 
learn from these experiences. 
 
The Officers are currently assessing the meeting’s outcomes and are looking to engage with Earl 
Howe, the Health Minister responsible for pharmacy, to ensure examples of best practice such as 
those demonstrated at the meeting are available to the DH policy team whilst they finalise the 
White Paper.   
 
How is the APPG run/funded? 
 
The All-Party Pharmacy Group receives financial support from: the Company Chemists’ Association, 
the National Pharmacy Association, the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee and the 
Royal Pharmaceutical Society.  Luther Pendragon provides administrative assistance to the Group.   
 
 How can parliamentarians join the Group? 
 
To join the Group, please contact the Secretariat via email appg@luther.co.uk or on 020 7618 9100. 
 


