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PSNC Minutes 

For the meeting held on 10th & 11th March 2015 

At Mercure Windsor Castle Hotel, 18 High Street, Windsor, SL4 1LJ 

 

Present: Stephen Banks, David Broome, Christine Burbage, Mark Burdon, Peter Cattee, Liz 
Colling, Mark Collins, Ian Cubbin, David Evans, Samantha Fisher, Mark Griffiths, Ian 
Hunter, Tricia Kennerley, Clare Kerr, Andrew Lane, Margaret MacRury, Rajesh 
Morjaria, Garry Myers, Bharat Patel, Indrajit Patel, Kirit Patel, Prakash Patel, Umesh 
Patel, Janice Perkins, Adrian Price, Rupen Sedani, Anil Sharma, Faisal Tuddy, Gary 
Warner 

In the Chair: Sir Peter Dixon 

In Attendance:  Sue Sharpe, Daniel Ah-Thion, Alastair Buxton, Harpreet Chana, Shiné Daley, Mike   

   Dent, Komal George, Mike King, Steve Lutener, Zoe Smeaton 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Peter Cattee (Tuesday only), Clive Joliffe, Prakash Patel (Tuesday only) and 
Rupen Sedani (Wednesday only). Rajesh Patel has resigned from PSNC. 

The Chairman welcomed Rupen Sedani who was nominated as a CCA representative to PSNC. 

 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th January 2015 were approved. 

 

3. Matters arising from the minutes 

None. 

 

4. Chairman’s report 

The Chairman reported that there has been a recent crackdown on people with diabetes claiming free 
prescriptions without a medical exemption certificate, which has led to them being fined. There are a lot of 
people with Type 1 diabetes and it is the most common form of diabetes in children, so understandably this 
is causing a lot of concern to families.  

The Chairman did however assure the Committee that it is being made clear among the diabetes community 
that it is the NHS BSA’s system and that local pharmacists are doing their bit to help patients as much as they 
can. 

 

5. Chief Executive’s report 

Negotiations update 

The Chief Executive reported on the 2015/16 negotiations between the Negotiating Team and NHS 
Employers. PSNC is not able to comment on negotiations until they have been completed so these details 
remain confidential. PSNC is working hard to secure the best possible outcome for contractors and remains 
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committed to developing the community pharmacy service in line with its vision. Contractors will be updated 
as soon as is possible. 

It was also noted that PSNC has been in discussion with NHS England about margin delivery during 2014/15. 
The amount of margin delivered will not be known until the conclusion of the Margin Survey in the summer; 
but current proposals to address the predicted under-delivery will be discussed on Wednesday. 

 

Audit 

The first National Clinic Audit which was scheduled to begin on Monday 9th March could not, due to the 
paperwork not being published in time by NHS England. A discussion with Deborah Jaines from NHS England 
had followed and they suggested a new set of dates for the audit to take place.  

After some discussion the Committee agreed that they were happy for the audit to be rescheduled, however 
they wanted it made clear that this should not set a precedent to expect pharmacies to undertake work 
which was agreed for a specific year and then only occurring the following year. In future enough notice must 
also be given; less than two weeks is not acceptable.  

 

Other updates 

Following the letter published in the Times, PSNC wrote to the Secretary of State about the role of 
pharmacies within the health service and what we can do to relieve urgent care. The letter was then passed 
on to pharmacy minister Earl Howe and a meeting has been set up with him. 

PSNC will be working together with the NPA on Check34. Terms have been agreed and a good framework of 
partnership is being formed.  EBI are also proving to be good technical partners.  

 

6. Group discussion: NHS Provider Companies (held on Tuesday 10th March) 

The Committee’s group discussion considered the benefits and risks of PSNC forming a national provider 
company, as requested by several LPCs. 

The Committee agreed several points during the discussion – the most important being that doing nothing is 
not an option.  Some LPCs are working with the templates provided by Penningtons Solicitors, and some are 
making good progress towards having an LPC wide commissioning vehicle. But unfortunately, these are 
exceptions.  

With the developments in health service commissioning in Manchester and the increase of local 
commissioning, as well as the prospect in the medium term of co-commissioning and pooled funding, there is 
an urgency in finding ways for groups of contractors to collaborate on commissioning opportunities. It is 
recognised that many contractors are ill-prepared, and, even at the level of LPCs, there may not be the skills 
needed to form and run a provider company or the funds required to buy in that expertise. 

The discussion concluded that it is necessary to consider a national provider company, and that PSNC should 
work to facilitate this. As PSNC is not a trading body, supporting a provider company alone would carry a 
significant risk, and PSNC must continue to focus on its core role. The Committee decided that potential 
partners (CCA/AIM/NPA) should be approached to determine whether a joint venture to form and support a 
national provider company should be pursued. 

 

7. Group discussion: Update on CPCF Negotiations 2015/16 (held on Wednesday 11th March)  

The Committee discussed a number of matters related to the negotiations on 2015/16 community pharmacy 
funding. As above, PSNC is not able to comment on negotiations until they have been completed so these 
details remain confidential.  
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Subcommittee minutes   

The Committee agreed that the minutes of the subcommittees would not be presented in full: only 
recommendations requiring approval would be presented. The minutes would be circulated shortly after the 
meeting.   

 

8. Funding & Contract Subcommittee  

There were no recommendations in the minutes of the subcommittee meeting. 

 

9.          Resource Development & Finance Subcommittee   

The recommendations in the minutes of the subcommittee meeting were presented by Mark Burdon. The 
recommendation to reappoint Landau Morley as auditor for PSNC’s 2014/15 account was approved. 

The committee also agreed that a budget needs to be set aside for PSNC to seek advice on corporate and 
contracting options to achieve the most beneficial tax advantages, from KPMG or similar.  

 

10.    Service Development Subcommittee 

There were no recommendations in the minutes of the subcommittee meeting. 

 

11.         Health Policy and Regulations Subcommittee 

The recommendations of the subcommittee meeting were presented by Ian Cubbin and the 
recommendation to request DH to consider issuing guidance with the LGA to local authorities on the value of 
engaging with LRCs, and to consider requiring consultation on NHS commissioning, was approved.  

Ian Cubbin also talked about the regulatory framework. The Committee agreed that PSNC needs to press DH 
to amend regulation 31 and ask the LGA to advise local authorities regarding supplementary statements. The 
Committee also agreed that PSNC should press NHS England to advise its local teams on how to respond to 
planned pharmacy closures.  

 

12.  LPC & Implementation Support Subcommittee 

Christine Burbage highlighted changes to the timings for submission of issues for debate at the LPC 
Conference. 

 

13. Update on the Health and Care Landscape 

The information in the agenda was noted. 

 

14. Future meetings and any other business 

The dates for the next PSNC meeting are 12th and 13th May 2015 at Marriott Hotel, Tadcaster Road, York, 
YO24 1QQ. 


