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PSNC Minutes 
 

for the meeting held on 14th & 15th July 2015 
 

at Park Inn, Church Road, Southend-on-Sea, SS1 2AL 
 
 

Present: Christine Burbage, Mark Burdon, Peter Cattee, Liz Colling, Mark Collins, Ian Cubbin, 
David Evans, Samantha Fisher, Mark Griffiths, Michael Hewitson, Clive Jolliffe, Tricia 
Kennerley, Clare Kerr, Andrew Lane, Margaret MacRury, Garry Myers, Bharat Patel, 
Indrajit Patel, Prakash Patel, Umesh Patel, Janice Perkins, Adrian Price, Anil Sharma, 
Gary Warner 

 
In the Chair:  Sir Peter Dixon 
 
In Attendance: Sue Sharpe, Alastair Buxton, Harpreet Chana, Shiné Daley, Mike Dent, Komal George, 

Steve Lutener, Sir Michael Pitt, Zoe Smeaton 

 
1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Stephen Banks, David Broome, Ian Cubbin (Wednesday only) Clare 
Kerr (Wednesday only), Ian Hunter, Rajesh Morjaria, Garry Myers (Wednesday only), Kirit Patel, Rupen 
Sedani, Anil Sharma (Tuesday only) and Faisal Tuddy. 
 
Stephen Banks has resigned from PSNC. 
 

2. Minutes of the last meeting of PSNC 
The minutes of the PSNC meeting held on Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th May 2015 were approved. 
 
Under item 7 it was noted that the candidates for PSNC Chairman also met with Mark Collins; the minutes 
will be corrected to reflect this. 
 

3. Matters arising from the minutes 
None. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report  
The Chairman reported on a discussion he had with Duncan Selbie from Public Health England last month 
regarding Community Pharmacy. The Chairman has written to Duncan Selbie about ideas around our specific 
interests. The Chairman hopes that PSNC can follow up on that letter. The Chairman also reported that he is 
going to have a meeting with the Policy Team from Diabetes UK, Alastair Buxton and Zoe Smeaton later in 
the month. 
 

Chief Executive’s Report  
2015/16 Settlement (Confidential) 
 

Announcements 
Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt intends to publish the medicine costs to the NHS on the packs of medicines 
costing more than £20 which will also be marked ‘funded by the UK taxpayer’. Some concerns were raised 
about this initiative.  
 
The Chief Executive also commented on the initiative for pharmacists to work in GP surgeries and it was 
noted that PSNC will work to ensure this development can support collaboration between community 
pharmacies and general practices. 
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NHS England has announced that Dame Barbara Hakin is retiring.  
 

Pharmintercom 
The Chief Executive reported that it is the UK’s turn to host the Pharmintercom meeting held between a 
number of countries. The meeting will take place in London and is being organised by the National Pharmacy 
Association. It was noted that the NPA and Personal Assistant Janet Misson was doing a great job at putting 
the event together.  
 

Check34 
The Chief Executive reported that Check34 is doing really well and that the Board had a positive development 
day with the NPA. Discussions are currently going on between various chains. Patrick Grice has been 
appointed as Chief Operating Officer and Geoff Mackay as Chief Technical Officer. 
 

PSNC Data Systems (PDS) 
PDS had its first Board meeting a few weeks ago which went well. There is also a strategy day booked in 
August. 
 

Endorsing and Submission Good Practice Workshop 
The Chief Executive commented that the report on the webinar was excellent. More than 1,350 people 
logged in on the night. The report shows immense positive feedback and the Chief Executive congratulated 
Harpreet Chana and Komal George for their work on it.  The recorded version is still being promoted and 
viewed on the PSNC website. 
 

HSJ Supplement  
The Chief Executive reported on the supplement to the HSJ/LGC which the Committee authorised spend on 
via email. It was agreed that it was a really good product and we have had positive feedback from the 
Committee Members who attended an associated summit. Copies have been posted out to the LPCs. 
 

Homecare 
PSNC had a meeting with BAPW about homecare, which is a fragile business at the moment. A study is 
currently being undertaken by Andre Yeung who is experienced in the sector. He has already had meetings 
with homecare companies and results of the study will be available in October. 

 
 
Other 
Peter Dixon is coming to the end of his term as Chairman of PSNC and was thanked for his massive support to 
the Committee, the Chief Executive and the team. 
 

5. Group discussions (Confidential) 
 

6.  PSNC Incorporation  
PSNC has had a longstanding policy to incorporate, but has been unable to do so before the final buyout of 
the NPA Pension Scheme. The greatest risk associated with unincorporated status (which also blocked 
incorporation) has now been removed. The Committee was asked to consider whether it wishes to proceed 
towards incorporating and all members voted in favour of this. 
 
Legal advisors will be asked to draw up proposals and advise on the best corporate structure.  The office will 
report on the developments in October. The timescale for transferring the operation to a body corporate 
would be Spring 2016. 
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7. Organisation of Committee business 
The CEO reported that some members had expressed concern that they had insufficient insight into FunCon’s 
work, so at this meeting the timetable was arranged to allow all members to sit in on the discussion at 
FunCon. It was agreed to continue with this format but to review it again at the November PSNC meeting.  
 
There was also a request to review the location of the meetings, which was agreed.  A member requested 
that papers be sent out earlier.  The CEO replied that this would inevitably mean many updates would be 
needed.  Another member noted that the reading time was predictable and they planned for it. 

 

RATIFICATION 
 
8. Resource Development & Finance subcommittee 
The key points of discussion at the subcommittee meeting were presented by Mark Burdon. 
It was agreed that no change should be made to the current arrangements for levy allocation. 
 

9. Health Policy and Regulations subcommittee 
The key points of discussion at the subcommittee meeting were presented by Margaret MacRury. The 
following recommendations were approved by the Committee: 
 

 HSCIC be requested to make nomination reports available in the same way that prescription data is 
published.   
 

 DH/NHS England to be asked to set up a mechanism for patients to request the resetting of 
nominations where these have been ‘’erroneously’’ set (subject to the system being secure to 
prevent pharmacies being able to reset nominations using this facility).  
 

 Referring to the consultation on market entry applications and timescales for determining 
applications: no action is required at present, other than to request PCS provide greater 
transparency of information when consulting, and the situation should be monitored closely. 

 

 HSCIC remove messaging functionality on EPS prescriptions due to patient safety concerns. GPs can 
now more easily communicate securely with their patients via NHS mail. 

 

 Referring to distance selling pharmacies – amendment of clinical governance provisions: proposals 
in the paper be pursued, together with emphasis about DSPs to ensure accessibility to information 
(minicom, large font etc);  

- a reminder that the DSPs must comply with internet logo requirements; and  

- to put down a marker about DSPs vs Collection and delivery pharmacies. 
 

 To continue to press for a regulatory requirement for local authorities to consult LPCs and to work on 
the back of PVs work with the LGA if possible. 

 
10. LPC & Implementation Support subcommittee 
The key points of discussion at the subcommittee meeting were presented by Christine Burbage and the 
Committee approved the proposal for a PSNC Leadership Academy to be co-funded by PSNC and the LPCs. 
 

11. Funding & Contract subcommittee 
The key points of discussion at the subcommittee meeting were presented by Peter Cattee and the following 
recommendations were approved by the Committee: 
 

 Funding for a further margins survey officer to be recruited initially on a twelve month contract; 
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 Removal of the relevant issues from the current EPS log but these will remain under review; 

 Ask for an amendment to the paper FP34c whilst access to an electronic FP34c is being developed; 
and 

 We retain the 5 day payment window. 
 

12. Service Development subcommittee 
The key points of discussion at the subcommittee meeting were presented by Gary Warner. 
 

REPORT 
 
The dates for the next PSNC meeting are 13th and 14th October at The Bristol Hotel, Prince Street, Bristol, 
BS1 4QF. 
 

 


