
 
  

SDS Minutes  
January 2016 

 

Page 1 of 2 
 

 
 

PSNC Service Development Subcommittee Minutes 
 

for the meeting held on Tuesday 12th January 2016 
 

at  Radisson Edwardian Grafton, 130 Tottenham Court Road, London W1T 5AY 
 

Present: Mike Hewitson, Ian Hunter, Clare Kerr, Marc Donovan, Gary Warner (Chairman) 
 

In attendance: Alastair Buxton, Rosie Taylor, Zainab Al-Kharsan 
 

Apologies for absence 
No apologies for absence were received. 
 

Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising 
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th October 2015 were approved.  
 
Gary Warner asked for an update on changes to BNF sub-chapter numbering; Alastair Buxton 
understood that the issue was being addressed by NHS England and DH working with the 
Pharmaceutical Press. 
 

Agenda and Subcommittee Work 
The subcommittee noted the remit set out in the governance papers circulated with the agenda papers 
and reviewed the proposed work plan areas. 
 
Clare Kerr raised a question as to whether the 5 Point Plan needed to be amended in light of DH letter; 
was there a need to be more challenging to get DH and NHS England to commit to transformation of 
services? This was discussed and it was agreed that a flexible approach needed to be taken to the work 
of the subcommittee over the year ahead in order to address the issues that arose in negotiations.  The 
Committee discussions at the January meeting would inform potential service development options to 
propose as a counter to the DH/NHS England letter. The negotiating team would take these discussions 
forward, as appropriate, and SDS would get involved in the detail of any service developments coming 
out of the negotiations in due course. 
 
The subcommittee reviewed and agreed the proposed work plan areas for the year, with the additions 
noted below. 
 

1 PSNC will make the case for the benefits to patients and the NHS of the 
services set out in the Pharmacy Five Point Forward Plan. 

Status 

Achieved 

 
The information in the agenda was noted.  
 
Alastair Buxton provided an overview of the meeting that was held with Kevin Fenton and Gul Root 
(PHE) and that PSNC agreed to develop a proposal for a blood pressure project that could potentially be 
run collaboratively with PHE. This largely linked back to the work the subcommittee had previously 
agreed to take forward, as part of the work on supporting the aspirations of the PHE Blood Pressure 
System Leadership Board. 
 
Ian Hunter asked whether we were considering having an event where successful LPCs share their 
success with others; PSNC had arranged events such as that over the years, including the Community 
Pharmacy Conference, but much of the sharing of learnings from local commissioning was undertaken 
via the briefings and other products produced to support LPCs with local services. 
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Mike Hewitson asked about the next steps for protecting Advanced services. It was noted that the 
evidence base for NMS is strong and the office was planning to update its review of the evidence base 
for MURs.  
 
Marc Donovan suggested the frail and older people service should also cover people in care homes as 
this was an areas specifically referenced in the DH letter. 
 
The subcommittee agreed the following additional elements to add to the list of next steps: 

 Discuss the learnings from the flu vaccination service (previously considered by SDS) with NHS 
England; and 

 Consider how the service for frail and older people could also be used in the care home setting. 
 
Alastair Buxton gave an update on progress with the NHS England reporting system for the patient 
questionnaire for the flu service. 
 

2 PSNC will analyse the impact that a reduced pharmacy network and growth in 
the use of online pharmacies would have on patient care and the use of NHS 
resources. (Joint objective with PSNC and FunCon)  

Status 

 

 
The information in the agenda was noted and the subcommittee agreed the proposed next steps. It was 
suggested that the evidence base behind key services that highlighted the value of the pharmacy 
network should be examined. 
 

3 PSNC will seek the best outcome in negotiations with the Department of 
Health and NHS England, working to protect the interests of contractors. (Joint 
objective with FunCon)  

Status 

 

 
The information in the agenda was noted and the subcommittee agreed the proposed next steps. 
 

4 Reflecting the growing importance of local relationships with commissioners, 
PSNC will support LPCs to secure locally commissioned services and build 
effective collaboration with other local health and care services. (Joint 
objective with LIS)  

Status 

 

 
The information in the agenda was noted and the subcommittee agreed the proposed next steps. 
 

5 PSNC will address operational issues affecting pharmacy practice, working to 
secure the best outcomes for contractors. (Joint objective with HPR and 
FunCon)  

Status 

 

 
The information in the agenda was noted and the subcommittee agreed the proposed next steps. 

 
Any other business 


